Epidural involvement in nontuberculous disk space infections. Incidence by magnetic resonance imaging, impact and prognosis.
Eleven of 25 patients admitted for nontuberculous disk space infections had magnetic resonance imaging evidence of epidural infection. No differences were found between the 11 patients with and the 14 patients without epidural infection regarding time to diagnosis, height of fever, presence of nerve root pain, presence of prespinal and/or paraspinal abscesses and proportion of cases due to Staphylococcus aureus. Antimicrobial therapy alone ensured a full recovery with no neurological sequelae in most cases, suggesting that presence of epidural sepsis does not affect the prognosis of nontuberculous disk space infections.